[Autosomal anomalies in a specially selected group of children with mental retardation without signs of Down's syndrome].
Pathogenetic examinations of 96 mentally retarded children with multiple somatic anomalies and developmental defects (but without Down's disease) were carried out. Changes of the caryotype were discovered in 36 children (37.5%). In 21 children (22.0%) there were true autosomal aberrations 1/4 of which were tri- and monosomies, mainly in the form of mosaicism, and 3/4 were non-balanced structural reconstructions of the autosomes. In about 1/3 of the cases the structural anomalies were inherited by the children from their phenotypically healthy parents who had balanced translocations or inversions. In 15 children (15.6%) chromosomal variations were discovered. No differences between the clinical manifestations of the mental retardation in children with true autosomal aberrations and chromosomal variations were noted.